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POLI 266 International Diplomacy Studies: Model African Union 

College of Charleston 
Spring 2019 

Instructor: Dr. Max Kovalov 
E-mail: kovalovm@cofc.edu  
Class time: TR 5:30pm-8:15pm 
Classroom: Maybank 316 

Office: 206A Ed. Center (ECTR) 
Office hours: TR, 10:45-11:45am and by appointment.  
Email me to schedule a meeting.  

 
Course Description 

This course simulates the politics and the procedures of the African Union (AU). The AU is a regional 
organization comprised of 55 African member states. This overarching partnership attempts to address 
collectively some of the more pressing contemporary African issues in security, the rule of law, 
democracy, institution building, economic growth, and human development. In this course, students will 
climb into the heads of African diplomats and simulate how they pursue their particular national/regime 
interests.  After spending several weeks preparing, we will travel to Washington, D.C. and perform.   
 
The course has three intersecting goals. The first is theoretical, encouraging students to look more 
broadly at how Africa’s international relations work as a distinct region of the world. The second is 
practical, allowing students to examine how these relations play out through the nuts and bolts of high 
diplomacy, which involves making arguments, charming, cajoling, arm-twisting, and horse-trading in the 
context of a legislative body.  Finally, students will learn the formal rules of parliamentary procedure, 
which involves drafting resolutions, making amendments, and voting.  
 

Course Objectives 
• Demonstrate knowledge of African political systems including their institutions, processes, laws and 

constitutions and the relations between and among nations  
• Demonstrate knowledge of the reasons why people behave in diverse political roles and spaces, 

especially in diplomatic relations  
• Distinguish their own views from those of others and can defend their own perspective  
• Develop competency in the rules of parliamentary procedure 
• Demonstrate mastery of the independent research process 

 
Course Requirements 

In addition to regularly attending class sessions, students will be expected to conduct a great deal of 
independent research and present this research to one another in preparation for the trip to Washington, 
D.C.  In doing so, students will develop expertise on either Central African Republic or Sudan.  They 
will also become experts on a range of agenda items with in a particular AU committee.  Students should 
expect to bring laptops to each class.  
 

Course Materials 
Your main resource is the Model AU Delegation and Officer’s Handbook.  You will conduct 
research for everything else in class and at the Addlestone Library.  
 
Recommended Books for Purchase 

1. Robert O. Collins, A History of Modern Sudan (Cambridge University Press 2008) 
2. Tatiana Carayannis and Louisa Lombard, Making Sense of the Central African Republic (Zed Books 

2015) 
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Grade scale 
A =94-100; A-= 90-93; B+=87-89; B=83-86; B-=80-82; C+=77-79; C=73-76; C-=70-72;  
D+=67-69; D=63-66; D-=60-62; F<60. 
 

Grades 
1) Country reports – 15%  
2) Committee briefings – 15% 
3) Draft resolutions – 10% 
4) Revised draft resolutions – 20% 
5) Map quizzes – 10% 
6) Mock debates – 10% 
7) MAU performance – 20% 
 

Course/University Policies 
Students with Disabilities: The College will make reasonable accommodations for persons with 
documented disabilities.  Students with disabilities must be registered with the Center for Disability 
Services / SNAP, located on the first floor of the Lightsey Center, Suite 104 prior to receiving 
accommodations in this course. Any student in this course who has a disability that may prevent them 
from fully demonstrating their abilities should contact the instructor personally as soon as possible to 
discuss accommodations necessary to ensure full participation and facilitate their educational 
opportunities.  
 
Academic Integrity: Lying, cheating, attempted cheating, and plagiarism are violations of our Honor 
Code that, when identified, are investigated. Each incident will be examined to determine the degree of 
deception involved. Incidents where the instructor determines whether the student’s actions are related 
more to a misunderstanding will be handled by the instructor.  A written intervention designed to help 
prevent the student from repeating the error will be given to the student.  The intervention, submitted by 
form and signed both by the instructor and the student, will be forwarded to the Dean of Students and 
placed in the student’s file.   
 
Cases of suspected academic dishonesty will be reported directly by the instructor and/or others having 
knowledge of the incident to the Dean of Students.  A student found responsible by the Honor Board 
for academic dishonesty will receive a XF in the course, indicating failure of the course due to academic 
dishonesty.  This grade will appear on the student’s transcript for two years after which the student may 
petition for the X to be expunged.  The F is permanent.  The student may also be placed on disciplinary 
probation, suspended (temporary removal) or expelled (permanent removal) from the College by the 
Honor Board. 
 
Students should be aware that unauthorized collaboration--working together without permission-- is a 
form of cheating.  Unless the instructor specifies that students can work together on an assignment, quiz 
and/or test, no collaboration during the completion of the assignment is permitted.  Other forms of 
cheating include possessing or using an unauthorized study aid (which could include accessing 
information via a cell phone or computer), copying from others’ exams, fabricating data, and giving 
unauthorized assistance.  Research conducted and/or papers written for other classes cannot be used in 
whole or in part for any assignment in this class without obtaining prior permission from the instructor.  
Students can find the complete Honor Code and all related processes in the Student Handbook 
at http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honor-system/studenthandbook/index.php 
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Avoiding Plagiarism 
 “Plagiarism falls into two categories: using someone else’s words or using someone else’s ideas as if they 
were your own.  You must be scrupulous in avoiding both categories of plagiarism in your writing.  
Properly cite all quotations, paraphrases, and summaries of information from other sources.  The only 
exception to this rule is common knowledge, or information commonly known and accessible to your 
audience… If you are unsure whether certain information constitutes common knowledge, document it.  
Collusion, a form of plagiarism, occurs when two or more people agree to devise a piece of writing that 
will be attributed to only one of them… For any individual writing assignment, the idea and the 
organization of ideas in your paper must be your own…  You can incorporate into your writing ideas 
that have arisen from class discussion [and] lectures…  You may revise and edit your writing with other 
people… but you should not have others do your writing or revising for you.”1  
 

Changes to Syllabus 
I reserve the right to make minor changes to the syllabus during the semester. Any changes will be 
announced in class and via email.  
 

Date Assignments  

Tuesday,  
Jan. 8 

• Introduction to the class 
• Country, Committee, and Country Report Assignments  
• Delegate Handbook overview  
 

 
Thursday,  

Jan. 10 

• Guest Speaker Dr. Jack Parson 
• Sudan and CAR overview 
• Map quiz (be ready) 

 

 
Tuesday,  
Jan. 15 

• Africa’s International Relations  
• Country Reports 1: Colonial period 
• How to prepare a resolution: step-by-step process  
• Reviewing sample resolutions 

 

 
Thursday,  

Jan.17 

• Country Reports 2: From Colonialism to Independence 
• Introduction to parliamentary procedure and rules of debate   
• Agenda Item Selection 
• Begin research on Agenda Items 
• Map quiz-2 

 

 
Tuesday,  
Jan. 22 

 

• Country Reports 3: Politics of the Ordinary (Domestic politics, political system, state 
of democracy, civil society, political parties, elections, formal relations among elites) 

• Parliamentary Procedure II 
• Committee Briefings: Executive Council/Peace and Security Committee  
• Home assignment: Working paper, Step 1: Define the problem, briefly explain it, 

and outline its history. Provide a 500-word background sheet on the problem. Step 2: 
Prepare a list of solutions to the problem you identified earlier.  

                                                             
1 Frank O’Hare and Edward A. Kline, The Modern Writer’s Handbook, Fourth Edition, Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 1996, pp. 447-
450.  
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Thursday,  

Jan. 24 

• Country Reports 4: Politics of the Extraordinary (unusual things about countries – 
genocide, civil war, violence, coups, uprisings) 

• Committee Briefings:  Committee of democracy, governance and human rights / 
Committee on Economic Matters 

• Resolution First Draft due (use the clause language) 
 

 
Tuesday,  
Jan. 29 

• Country Reports 5: What’s Happening Now 
• Committee Briefings: Committee on Pan Africanism and Continental 

Unity/Committee on Social Matters 
• Resolution First Draft: Committee on Democracy, Governance, and Human 

Rights/Committee on Pan Africanism and Continental Unity 
• Map quiz-3 

 

 
Thursday,  

Jan. 31 

• Country Reports 6: Regional Relations, friends and enemies 
• Resolution Second Drafts – All Committees 
• Mock debate 

 
 
Tuesday,  

Feb. 5 
 

• Third drafts of resolutions due 
• Mock debate 
• Map quiz-4 
 

 
Thursday,  

Feb. 7 
 

Mock debate 
Practicing elevator pitches – all committees 
 

Tuesday,  
Feb. 12 

Mock debate 
 

Thursday,  
Feb. 14 

Final draft resolutions due 
Mock debate 
 

 Draft resolutions due at MAU on Saturday, February 17.  

 
Tuesday,  
Feb. 19 

Mock debate 

 
Thursday,  
Feb. 21-

23 

Model AU in Washington DC. Departure on Wednesday, Feb 20, return on Sunday, Feb 24.  

 
 
  

 


