
Philosophy 315.01 / Political Science 399.02                                             L. Krasnoff 

Conservatism        Spring 2018-2019 

MW 3:25-4:40 pm    Maybank 206  

 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

 

Instructor 

 

Larry Krasnoff                                                   krasnoff@cofc.edu 

14 Glebe St., Room 202                                    843.953.4987                                          

Office Hours:  Monday and Tuesday, 1:00 pm-3:00 pm (and by appointment) 

 

 

Description 

 

A study of the conservative political tradition from the classical modern to the 

contemporary period. We will read some of the most influential texts from that tradition to 

identify and evaluate the most important theoretical and political commitments of conservatism. 

Special attention will be paid to conservatism’s relation to the liberal political tradition. 

 

 

Required Texts 

 

John Locke, Second Treatise of Government (Hackett) 

David Hume, Political Writings (Hackett) 

Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France (Hackett) 

G. W. F. Hegel, Outlines of the Philosophy of Right (Oxford UP) 

F. A. Hayek, The Road to Serfdom (U of Chicago P) 

Leo Strauss, Natural Right and History (U of Chicago P) 

Michael Oakeshott, Rationalism in Politics and Other Essays (Liberty Press) 

Andrew Sullivan, The Conservative Soul (Harper Collins) 

Patrick Dineen, Why Liberalism Failed (Yale UP) 

 

                                                                    

Required Work 

 

Two online short essay tests (each 10% of grade) 

Two take-home exam essays, 4-5 pages each (each 15% of grade) 

One précis of a secondary article (10% of grade) 

Take home final exam essay, 6-8 pages (30% of grade) 

Attendance and class participation (10% of grade) 

Daily reading quizzes (required, but not part of grade; see below) 

 

There two exams in the middle of the term. Each exam will have two parts. The first is an 

online essay test for which you will be given passages from the texts we have studied; you will 



have to explain the meaning and significance of those passages. These tests will be available as 

quizzes on OAKS during a specified window of time. The second part of each exam will be a 4-5 

page essay on one of a set of assigned topics. You may rewrite and resubmit these essays at any 

time on or before the last day of classes; if the revision earns a higher grade, only that grade will 

count.  

 

 You will also need to write a short summary of an article from the secondary literature on 

one or more of the primary texts we read for the course. You will need to find that secondary 

article yourself, and explain its contribution to the secondary literature. 

 

  Finally, you will need to write a 6-8 page final exam essay in response to an assigned 

question. This essay will emphasize the last two texts we read, but you must relate your answer 

to at least some of the earlier texts.  

 

Readings should be done prior to class discussions. I expect you to bring your assigned 

text to class every day, and to be prepared to discuss it. There will be a very short reading quiz at 

the start of each class. You may use your text and any notes you have made during the quiz. 

Quizzes will be graded pass/fail. The grades for the quizzes do not count toward your course 

grade, but if you fail two quizzes, you must write a 1-2 page response paper on the next day’s 

reading. Missing a quiz because of an unexcused absence, or because you were late to class, 

counts as failing a quiz. In the response paper, you must identify what you take to be the main 

point of the reading and raise a separate question for discussion. Once you pass four quizzes in a 

row, all previous failed quizzes are wiped out, and you can fail two more before you are required 

to write a response paper instead. 

 

Attendance will be taken every day by sign-in sheet. Each person will begin the term with 

an attendance grade of 100%; each unexcused absence will reduce this grade by 6%. I will of 

course excuse absences due to illness, family emergency, or participation in athletic contests or 

other official events at which you represent the College. In each of these cases, suitable 

documentation will be required. At the end of the term, I reserve the right to adjust your overall 

attendance/participation grade by up to 10% in either direction for especially strong or especially 

weak overall class participation. 

 

 You must submit all of the assigned work to complete the class. 

 

 

Course Policies 

 

 This and every other class is governed by the provisions of the College’s Honor Code. 

The Code commits you to the principle of academic integrity, under which any work you submit 

must be your own. The failure to acknowledge the use of outside sources in your papers 

(plagiarism) is a main example of taking credit for work without having done it yourself. My 

obligation as a professor under the Code is to report all violations of academic integrity to the 

Office of Student Affairs. 

 

 The use of electronic devices (including cellphones, laptops, and tablets) is prohibited 



during class. If you believe that this rule presents a special hardship for you, speak to me about 

arranging an individual accommodation. Reasonable accommodations to any class policy are of 

course available for anyone with a disability documented by the Office of Disability Services.  

 

 

Learning Outcomes 

 

Students read works historically important works of political philosophy from the 

conservative political tradition, and then explain and critically evaluate their arguments in 

writing assignments.  

 

 

Schedule of Readings and Assignments  

  

Wed 9 Jan  Introduction, Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, Chapter XVII (on OAKS) 

 

Mon 14 Jan John Locke, Second Treatise of Government, I-VI, pp. 5-42 

Wed 16 Jan Locke, VII-IX, pp. 42-68  

 

Mon 21 Jan NO CLASS – MLK Day   

Wed 23 Jan David Hume, “Of the Original Contract,” in Political Writings, pp. 164-181; “Of 

Justice,” pp. 80-97 

  

Mon 28 Jan Hume, selections from A Treatise of Human Nature, pp. 1-31, 47-79. 

Wed 30 Jan  Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France, pp. 3-70 

 

Mon 4 Feb Burke, pp. 70-151 

Wed 6 Feb Burke, pp. 151-218 

 

Mon 11 Feb G. W. F. Hegel, Outlines of the Philosophy of Right, pp. 17-52 (pp. 20-26 and 48-

52 are optional) 

Wed 13 Feb  Hegel, pp. 154-180 

  

Mon 18 Feb Hegel, pp. 180-197 

Wed 20 Feb Hegel, pp. 228-242, 255-277 

 

Mon 25 Feb Karl Marx, Manifesto of the Communist Party (on OAKS) 

Wed 27 Feb Carl Schmitt, from The Concept of the Political (on OAKS) 

Fri 1 Mar FIRST EXAM DUE, by 5:00 pm 

 

Mon 4 Mar F. A. Hayek, The Road to Serfdom, pp. 57-123 

Wed 6 Mar  Hayek, pp. 124-170 

 

Mon 11 Mar Hayek, pp. 171-238 

Wed 13 Mar Leo Strauss, Natural Right and History, pp. 1-80 

 



Mon 18 Mar NO CLASS – Spring Break  

Wed 20 Mar NO CLASS – Spring Break  

 

Mon 25 Mar Strauss, pp. 81-164 

Wed 27 Mar Strauss, pp. 165-251 

Fri 29 Mar  PRÉCIS DUE, by 5:00 pm 

 

Mon 1 Apr Strauss, pp. 252-323  

Wed 3 Apr  Michael Oakeshott, “Rationalism in Politics,” pp. 6-42 

 

Mon 8 Apr Oakeshott, “On Being Conservative,” pp. 407-437  

Wed 10 Apr Oakeshott, “Talking Politics,” pp. 438-461 

Fri 12 Apr SECOND EXAM DUE, by 5:00 pm 

 

Mon 15 Apr Andrew Sullivan, pp. 1-172  

Wed 17 Apr Sullivan, pp. 173-280 

 

Mon 22 Apr Patrick Dineen, Why Liberalism Failed, entire 

Tues 23 Apr Dineen, continued 

 

Tues 30 Apr FINAL EXAM ESSAY DUE, by 4:00 pm 

 

 


