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Dear Political Science Alumnus:
Greetings from the Department of Political Science! We hope you and yours are well, and that you have
been able to manage all the upheaval caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.  While we are all dealing with
some level of stress and anxiety, whether it be educating our kids from home, working remotely, or caring for
elderly relatives, we hope you have received the support you’ve needed to navigate this storm as best as
you are able and that you are finding ways to thrive creatively, professionally, and personally.
 
We create this letter to keep you connected and informed about the department and your peers.  We begin
with a few Alumni Spotlights:

Our first spotlight with Sarah Ali ’08 encourages us to look for the
good regardless of how our plans are
upended: https://blogs.cofc.edu/polisci/2020/11/05/alumni-update-
sarah-ali/

Sarah has been volunteering in our mentorship program since the
relaunch in Fall 2019, as have Carmen Conley and Caroline Fowler
Allen, and working with these women these past few semesters, led
me to want to spend some time getting to know them a little better
too. Below we shine spotlights on Carmen and Caroline.

Carmen Conley ’88
Carmen Conley ’88 may not have been the top student in her first two years at CofC,
but once she discovered her passion for political science, things started to click.  Dr.
Jack Parsons (emeritus professor) had a lot to do with that. 
https://blogs.cofc.edu/polisci/2020/11/09/alumni-spotlight-carmen-conley/

Caroline Fowler Allen ’08
Caroline Fowler Allen ’08 graduated in 2008 with minors in African studies and geography.  In her first year at
CofC, Caroline took a class with Dr. Chris Day, which inspired her to become a political science major. 
https://blogs.cofc.edu/polisci/2020/11/11/alumni-spotlight-caroline-fowler-allen/

Caroline Fowler
Allen ’08

If you want to see more of what your peers are up to, take a minute to peruse our ongoing list of alumni
updates here.  We love to keep this list up to date, so if you are so inclined, please take a minute to send us
an email to let us know where your life has taken you.  We are always delighted to hear from our alumni and
even more delighted when we can celebrate your accomplishments!

Mentorship Program
Volunteering in our mentorship program begins with telling your story, similar to the ones I just shared with
you.  Students want to learn what kind of a student you were, who your favorite professors were, what
extracurricular activities you found exciting, whether you studied abroad or secured an internship before or
after graduation – and how these experiences shaped you and led you toward your goals.  Undergrads might
also ask for advice on searching for a job or writing a resume, but don’t worry if you’re not confident in those
areas - we have a Career Center for that and you can always refer them there!  Mentoring is more about
general support and guidance (and what student do you know that couldn’t use a little bit more of that?).  So,
if you want to make a difference in the lives of students following in your footprints here at CofC, become a
mentor today!  If you still have questions, see our FAQs or send me an email.  If you are ready to commit to
the Spring 2021 semester, complete our mentor profile here. 

Affinity Groups
We understand here at CofC that undergraduates aren’t the only ones who’d like support or a little extra
encouragement, that’s why the Alumni Association is encouraging alumni to join an Affinity Group to
“engage alumni who share identities, experiences, interests, and/or goals.”  Find out more here. 

Department News
Our Faculty Spotlight this semester is on Dr. Douglas Rivet, who joined our
faculty in Fall, 2019.  With a specialization in geography, the addition of Dr.
Rivet to our program brings focus to our geography minor and the myriad of
ways these two disciplines complement each other in today’s world. 
https://blogs.cofc.edu/polisci/2020/11/03/meet-one-of-our-newest-faculty-dr-
douglas-rivet/

New Faculty
We have much to CELEBRATE this semester, including the addition of a new faculty member: Dr.
Hyokyung Kwak: https://polisci.cofc.edu/about/faculty-staff-listing/kwak-hyokyung.php

Dr. Hyokyung Kwak

Promotions
In addition, we would like to congratulate Dr. Hollis France for her promotion to Department Chair and Dr.
Gibbs Knotts for his promotion to Dean of the School of Humanities and Social Sciences. Both promotions
were long in coming and very much deserved!

Support
Support for our programs is more necessary than ever.  Budgets have been permanently cut across all
disciplines and without outside support, we will find it difficult to fund scholarships, undergraduate research,
conferences and workshops at the same levels we have in the past.  These experiences are vital to our
students and we need your help.  If you are able, please consider a donation.  We thank you in advance for
your generosity.

Be Heard in our Suggestion Box
As always, we’d love to hear from you on ways we can improve.  Please submit your comments and
suggestions, anonymously if desired, using this link.

We look forward to hearing from you and seeing you back on campus soon!

We hope you have a healthy and happy holiday season.  Be safe: wear a mask!

Warm regards,

Tracey Andrews
Administrative Coordinator
College of Charleston Political Science Department

114 Wentworth Street, Room 104 Charleston, SC 29401
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